
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFF ICE O F 

THE CHAIRMA N 

The Honorable Randy Weber 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1708 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Weber: 

July 21, 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

v. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFIC E OF 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brian Babin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
316 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Babin: 

July 21, 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T HE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Vicente Gonzalez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
113 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Gonzalez: 

July 21, 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

V· 



FEDE RA L COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

TH E CHAI R MAN 

The Honorable Henry Cuellar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2209 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Cuellar: 

July 21 , 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning Jhe 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit exjsting licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 



FEDERAL C OMM UNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

TH E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Roger Williams 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1323 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Williams: 

July 21, 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, malr...ing 
six megahertz of ]ow-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 

petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your inte rest in this matter. Please let me know ifI can be of any further 

assistance. 

v. 



FEDERAL C OMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Lizzie Pannill Fletcher 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1429 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Fletcher: 

July 21, 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band lo Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further 
assistance. 

--------



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

O FF I C E OF 

T H E CHAIRMA N 

The Honorable Daniel Crenshaw 
U.S. House of Representatives 
413 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Crenshaw: 

July 21 , 2020 

Thank you for your letter regarding the Federal Communication Commission's 
Transitioning the 900 MHz Band to Enable Broadband Development Report and Order circulated 
on April 22, 2020, and its potential impacts on the refining and petrochemical industries. 

On May 13, 2020, the FCC took action to reform the rules for the 900 MHz band, making 
six megahertz of low-band spectrum available for broadband licenses critical to wireless broadband 
technologies and services on a county-by-county basis, while reserving the remaining four 
megahertz of spectrum for continued narrowband operations. This transition will enable next 
generation, mission-critical applications not available via current narrowband systems and help 
meet the evolving technological needs of industries that provide crucial services to the American 
public. 

The Commission approved a Report and Order, an Order of Proposed Modification, and two 
Orders that realign the band and establish a transition mechanism based primarily on negotiations 
between prospective broadband licensees and existing narrowband incumbent licensees. The item 
also establishes rules to prevent broadband applicants from receiving windfalls and includes 
application requirements and operating and technical rules applicable to the new 900 MHz 
broadband licenses. 

The FCC took seriously the concern of current narrowband users that narrowband still has 
an important place in supporting their operations. Consequently, the Report and Order struck a 
balance between the goals of expanding access to broadband wireless communications services and 
maintaining access to sufficient spectrum for existing narrowband services. The Commission also 
announced a partial lifting of the 900 MHz band application freeze to permit existing licensees to 
file applications to relocate their narrowband operations as part of a transition plan. 

I am committed to continuing to work with existing users, such as the refining and 
petrochemical industries, throughout this process. The plan will not only serve the existing users of 
the band, but also will rely on their unique expertise to make the transition to broadband possible. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know ifl can be of any further 
assistance. 


